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30 July 1951 


MEMORANDUM FOR: AGTING ASSISTANT DITMCTOR FOUR 
POLICY COCRDINATION 


SUBJECT: Possible Interest of the Psychological 
Strategy Board in Psychological Warfare 
Research 


Wiss From med 16 through July 19 a conference end briefing 
holosicsl warfare was conducted at the 


as 
Ree ee ee eae connection with the preparation and 


activity of Ls for their[ _ project. 


2. Representatives of all departments and agencies of the 
governnent engaged in foreign information or Pu activities were 
present and participated. The uxiersigned attended as a GIA 


observer and did not make a presentation, Additionally, 2 awsber 


of representatives of government and quasieofficial research 
organizations were present and described resenreh completed, 
planned or underway in varied detail, 


a. The following organizations were represented and 
participated in the conference and briefing: 


Psychological Warfare Division, Department of the Army 

Conmittee on Human Resources, Research and Developuerit 
Doard, Departnent cof Defense 

Human Resources Division, Repartment ef the Air force 

Human Resources Division, (ONR), Department of the kevy 

The Rand Gorporation 

Operations Kesearcn Office, Department of the Arny 

Human Resources Research Institute, Air University, 
Maxwell Air Force Ease, Alabama 


3. From the presentations made, it was clear that auch 
basic research believed to relate to PW has been completed, is 
underway or planned. Such research was deseriocd as Investiva~ 
ting basic motivations of humans; means whereby habits and 
attitudes are established; emergence of beliefs; the essence of 
credulity; patterns of reaction to oral or written stimuli, ete. 
ft was my impression that virtually all the research organlzsabio 
are festering investigation of much the same so-called besic 
material and thst there has been little if any attempt te arrany 


nes for cooperation or 
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for cooperation or collaboration. It seens to me that 2 ccrtain 
adesree of cooperation would be valuable, It would cunble ihe 
research sponsors simultaneously to cover a wider field morc 
economically. It would sleo provide for more efficient wtilica- 
tion of the university personel and facilities which are “cw 
allied individually with the research sponsors in many Caves 
studying the same general subject matter, 


4. During the presentations, I received the dmpressicn that 


much field researeh--_ | for éxample--has been ecarricd on in 25X6 


an attempt to evaluate the efficacy and results of what mich be 
termed tactical PW activity. Yhese field investiestions were also 
carried on individually at different times by different people for 
the several research and operating organizations. From their do- 
seriptions, however, 1% appeared to me that the investigations were 
concerned with virtually the same matters, 


5. It 1s not the opinion or the intention of the undersicned 
that the subject matter or amount of research shovld te lessened or 
curtailed. The purpose of this paper is, however, to succe 
desirability of a central point for coordination and oversiyht. 


ae 
wv 


6, It is my sugsestion that the Psychological Stratesy Board 
consider that psycholovical warfare research is a field and an 
activity appropriate to ita continuous oversight and coordination, 
in such capacity the Psychological Stratesy Board could: 


a Gonsider requirements for research in order to insure 
that necessary subject matter is not overlooked. 


b. Consider research completed, underway or planned in 
order to determine whether this is likely to meet the require-« 
ments (present snd future), 

c. Consider whether there is such duplication in : 
research subjects as to warrant government«wide coordination. 


ad. Consider whether the research facilities of the quesi-~ 
governmental organizations and of the universities are beinz 
effeetively utilized. 
policy of 
bag 


@, Consider whether the establishment as major px 
cenluations 


appropriate flelds for PW research for the several o 
mignt insure . 


(1) conduct of all needed, research 


(2) elimination of 
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(2) elimination of duplication 


(3) more econouic utilization of university and 
other research facilities 


(4) at least partisl definition of wha 
be sone social scientists! ideas of the met 
psychological warfare 


% apocar to 
spnysies of 


{5) some money saving - 

(6) that those with highly sensitive research 
projects could have a single polat of contacs for the: 
purpose of cocrdinating ana cheexing prior research in 


the same subject 


(7) that the several groups and organizations shail 
undertake research only in their own legitinate fields. 
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IDENTIFICATION OF BOCUME , ' { 
25X1A Memo from SSS for A/ADPC. : i 
Subject: Possible Interest of e Psychological SUravegy Board in ‘ 
Psychological Warfare Research. 


TRACT NOTATION REFERENCES. 


f Suggests a central point, i.e. PSB for coordination and oversight ‘ 
Zof the many government programs of research on human resources and 4 
psychological research. , i 
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